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Overview

• “Heritage at Risk” (but with a twist)

• The need for understanding heritage

• Some European Mile Stones

• The Role and Ambition of Interpret
Europe



“Heritage at Risk”

• ICOMOS: “Tolerance for Change: A New 
Heritage Paradigm”

• UNESCO: “Recommendation on the 
Historic Urban Landscape”



Tolerance for Change: 
understanding the background

• A long history of preserving the authentic, 
or the so-called “European framework”

• The challenges of the non-Western world



Preserving the Authentic

 ICOMOS 'Venice Charter' (1964)
– “No new construction, demolition or 

modification must be allowed.”
– “Restoration is based on respect for 

original material.”
– “Additions cannot be allowed.”
– “All reconstruction work should be ruled 

out 'a priori'.”



Preserving the Authentic

 ICOMOS Charter on Architectural Heritage
(2003)
– “The distinguishing qualities of the 

structure and its environment, in their 
original or earlier states, should not be 
destroyed.”

– “Each intervention should respect the 
concept, techniques and historical value of 
the original.”



Challenges of
the Non-Western World

 Burra Charter: ICOMOS Australia (1999)

– “15.1 Change may be necessary to 
retain cultural significance, … . The 
amount of change to a place should be 
guided by the cultural significance of the 
place and its appropriate
interpretation.”



Challenges of
the Non-Western World



Challenges of
the Non-Western World



Tolerance for Change:
A New Paradigm?

• “Over the past ten years the cultural 
heritage community has been repeatedly 
alarmed by an increasing number of 
interventions, projects and management 
approaches that challenge our established 
conservation approach and that at times 
even appear to erode the integrity and 
authenticity of heritage places.”



Tolerance for Change:
A New Paradigm?

• Because the unfortunate situation is a fact, Mr
Araoz takes this as a proof that a paradigm
shift has occured.

• “Deep changes in the way that the 
government and the public sector perceive and 
use their heritage resources [have been 
brought about]. The nature and consequences 
of these changes have been enough to 
characterize the cumulative results as a 
paradigm shift for heritage places.”



Tolerance for Change:
A New Paradigm?

• Changes in the perception and use of heritage 
resources are attributed to heritage being part 
of community development: 

• “By becoming integrated in the [community] 
development process, heritage has been 
subsumed into a process that is inherently 
dynamic by responding directly and constantly 
to the evolving needs of society at any given 
time.”



Tolerance for Change:
A New Paradigm?

• If heritage is part of the community 
development process, and if community 
development is inherently dynamic because of 
the fact that the needs of a society change 
constantly, it does NOT follow:

• That heritage itself is inherently dynamic

• That heritage should answer the changing needs 
of a society 



UNESCO Recommendation on HUL

From “Tolerance for change”

towards “Managing Change”



UNESCO Recommendation on HUL

• “The HUL is the urban area … extending beyond the 
notion of ‘historic centre’ or ‘ensemble’ to include the 
broader urban context and its geographical setting.”

• “This wider context includes … the site’s … built 
environment, both historic and contemporary; its
infrastructures above and below ground; … as well as all
other elements of the urban structure…”

• Problem: if everything becomes a HUL, heritage loses its
meaning.



Plea for a Theory of Heritage

• What is heritage? (No definitions but hypotheses please!)
• How can it be distinguised from other things in the world?
• What does it do?
• Does it have a function that is unique to itself? Or not?
• Are tangible and intangible heritage different in kind or not?
• Is it static or dynamic? If the latter, what kind of dynamics does 

it have? If the former, how does it survive?
• Does it contribute to community building? If yes, how and at 

what level? If not, what does it do?
• Is heritage a cultural universal or not?
• …



Some European Mile Stones

• The European Architectural Heritage Year 1975 
and the Charter of the European Architectural
Heritage.

• The CoE Faro Convention on the Value of Cultural
Heritage for Society 2005

• EC: Towards an integrated approach to Cultural
Heritage for Europe 2014



European Architectural
Heritage Year 1975

• Integrated conservation:

• “It is recognized that entire groups of buildings, even if they 
do not include any example of outstanding merit, may have 
an atmosphere that gives them the quality of works of art, 
welding different periods and styles into a harmonious 
whole. Such groups should also be preserved.”

• “The past as embodied in the architectural heritage 
provides the sort of environment indispensable to a 
balanced and complete life.”



Faro Convention 2005

• Heritage Community:

• “A heritage community consists of people who value 
specific aspects of cultural heritage which they wish, 
within the framework of public action, to sustain and 
transmit to future generations.”



European Commission 2014

• “Our cultural heritage and the way we preserve and valorise it is 
a major factor in  defining Europe's place in the world and its 
attractiveness as a place to live, work, and visit.”
•  CH defines Europe

• “Cultural heritage is a shared resource, and a common good. … 
Looking after our heritage is, therefore, our common 
responsibility”
•  CH is a shared responsibility

• “Heritage has great capacity to promote social cohesion and 
integration, through regeneration of neglected areas, creation of 
locally-rooted jobs, and promotion of shared understanding and 
a sense of community.”
•  CH promotes a sense of community



Interpret Europe

• Promoting Cultural and Natural Heritage 
Interpretation across Europe.

o Standards, guidelines and formats

o Networking

o Raising awareness

o Projects

• Members across Europe and beyond



Interpret Europe

• 6th Annual Conference 21-24 May 2016

• Mechelen, Belgium

• “Heritage Interpretation – The Future of 
Europe”



Thank you!

Willem Derde

Interpret Europe
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