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Maurizio Davolio European Alliance for Responsible Tourism and Hospitality (EARTH) 

 

As President and Co-Founder of EARTH, Maurizio Davolio’s background involves more than 30 
years within the Tourism Industry, specialising in Responsible Tourism in Italy and Europe.  Mr. 
Davolio is President of the Italian Association for Responsible Tourism (AITR), the Director of 
Legacoop Turismo, one of the Founders of ECPAT, (End Child Prostitution Pornography and 
Trafficking), Member of the ISTO board of directors, Coordinator of the Tourism sector within ICA 
(International Cooperative Alliance) and;  a recently Elected Member of the NECSTouR Executive 
committee (September 2013).  Mr. Davolio is specialised in social issues  related to the  accessibility 
to vacations for the elderly,  lower income families,  people with Special Needs; Responsible 
Tourism related to the centrality of Local Communities, Environmental and Social Impacts, 
Economic Development of Destinations and the Cultural Exchange between travellers and 
tourists.   
 

Eduardo Santander European Travel Commission (ETC) 
 

 

Eduardo Santander has been the Executive Director of ETC since April 2012. Educated in Spain and 
Austria, he holds a PhD in Sports Science and an MBA degree. He has extensive experience in 
destination marketing gained through his career in a diverse set of companies from the tourism 
industry in Innsbruck (Austria) and the United States. He has also been a guest lecturer on tourism 
marketing at the International Business Seminars in a number of US Universities. 
Under the leadership of Mr. Santander, ETC continues supporting National Tourism Organisation 
members in their portfolio of marketing and research activities in major long-haul markets with 
the aim of strengthening and increasing competitiveness of Destination Europe. 
 

Annelies Waegemann  European Travel Commission (ETC) 

 

Annelies holds a Master degree in Applied Languages. Her interest in travel brought her to the 
tourism sector where she gained experience by working as a product manager in tour operating. 
Currently, she is finalising her Masters degree in Tourism with a strong focus on sustainable 
tourism. 
 As Office Manager at the European Travel Commission (ETC), she provides vital administrative 
support to the Executive Unit as well as general project management support to the Executive 
Director. 
Annelies is responsible, together with the Executive Director, for ensuring that the 
project Destination Europe 2020 (a joint initiative with the European Commission), remains on 
track, financially & operationally. 
 

Corinna Lettini KATE Ecology & Development 

 

Corinna Lettini has had more than 10 years of experience within the tourism industry. Having 
successfully gained an apprenticeship as a hotel management assistant she gained extensive 
experience in the events branch and customer relations. Corinna received  a distinction in her 
Master degree in Tourism Business Administration and  experience in the educational sector 
through her roles at the University College of Birmingham. Corinna is currently a consultant for 
CSR within the tourism sector holding several seminars and training workshops for future CSR 
managers at KATE Ecology & Development. Furthermore, she is a Project Manager for European 
funded projects, all related to the cluster of Sustainable Tourism and CSR. 

http://www.ecpat.net/
http://www.ecpat.net/


Maria Petrucci Italian Association of Responsible Tourism (AITR) 
 

 

As a 2004 law graduate, with a Thesis in "Islam and Democracy", Maria Petrucci received her 
Master degree in International Philantropical and Social Entrepeneurship from Bologna University.  
This included an exchange period in Kwazulu Natal University, in Durban (South Africa) in 2007 
(thesis on "COSPE AntiRacial Policies and Activities").   After having extensively volunteered in 
Africa, from 2006 to 2010, Maria Petrucci collaborated with the NGO COSPE, within the subjects 
of inter-culture, antiracism, international cooperation for development, environmental issues, and 
responsible tourism. Since 2010, she has been actively employed by AITR and currently fulfills her 
role as coordinator within the network. 
 

Cathrine Schwenoha NatureFriends International (NFI) 
 

 

With four years of experience in Sustainable Tourism, Cathrine is currently in her second working 
year with NatureFriends International.   She is responsible for sustainable tourism projects such as 
DanubeHIKE and educational projects and activities such as the development of blended learning 
for CSR in tourism as well as online trainings for climate justice. Furthermore, she holds (online) 
lectures, presentations and representations covering all events as well as moderation in the above 
mentioned fields. Cathrine studied Tourism Management focused on sustainable tourism, 
specialising in Human Rights, Fair Trade, CSR, Labels, Climate Justice, Sustainable Tourism and 
Development. 

Julien Buot                                           Association for Responsible and Fair Tourism (ATES) 
 

 

Julien Buot is the Director of ATES (Association pour le Tourisme Equitable et Solidaire), Vice-
president of EARTH and the General Secretary of CITR (Coalition Internationale pour un Tourisme 
Responsable). Author of a report on ethics in tourism for the National French Tourism Council in 
2001, Julien BUOT graduated from the Institute of Political Sciences of Lille. He consequently joined 
the Transverse association, chaired by Dora VALAYER, also member of the European Network TEN 
(Tourism European Network).   He is currently working in the memory tourism field on the occasion 
of the 60th anniversary of D-Day and the Battle of Normandy, strengthening his training with Jean 
-Pierre Lozato Giotart – a famous professor of geographic tourism. He also helped in the process 
in including tourism in a more prominent role within the international cooperation field, especially 
in the organisation of “Cités Unies de France”, before joining ATES in 2008. He has also participated 
in numerous studies and conferences on sustainable tourism development such as the 
International Forum of Fair Tourism, the World Day of Responsible Tourism and other events such 
as “Destinations solidaires” and “Paris Ville Monde”.  
 

Maya Collombon Marco Polo Echanger Autrement 
 
Maya Collombon has a Phd in Political sciences and is specialised in Latin American Development Policies. She taught 
political sociology at the University of Aix in Provence and at the University of Nice. Since 2003, she has been following the 
emergence of a global network of public and private sectors (NGOS, associations, foundations, media etc. ) mobilised for 
a more responsible and sustainable tourism. 
Maya has been collaborating with the Marco Polo Exchange Autrement association since 2009 accompanying the 
development of a tourism with fishermen project called "Pescatourisme 83 ". In conclusion, staying with Marco Polo, since 
2012, she has been developing a series of educational documentaries, regarding development.  The first two episodes are 
underway, one which focuses on collective projects in Casamance (Senegal) and the other on decentralised cooperation 
of the Gironde in collaboration of the Houet province in Burkina Faso. 
 
 
 
 



Gianluca Pastorelli Diesis Coop 
 

 

Gianluca Pastorelli attained his Degree in Political Sciences at Bologna University.  He then earned 
a Master in advanced Neuro-Linguistic Programming and since the mid-90s has worked as a 
researcher and consultant for the Co-operative and Social Economy movements at a National and 
European level. As the head of DIESIS for the past 10 years, he has successfully coordinated and 
developed cross border studies, researching activities in line with SMEs, Social Enterprises and 
cooperatives. Not only is he one of the founders of the EARTH network and member of the board, 
he is also the appointed Treasurer.   Mr. Pastorelli has also been part of the AJM (Association Jean 
Monnet) board of directors for several years–and has developed, with the financial support of the 
European Parliament and European Commission, training and informative activities for the 
construction of Europe.  This, with the goal in mind of bringing the citizens of Europe together 
preserving the memory and legacy of the Founding Fathers of Europe. 
 

José María de Juan 
Alonso  

Spanish Centre of Responsible Tourism  

 

José María de Juan Alonso, Vice President of EARTH and President of the Spanish Center of 
Responsible Tourism began his career with a Degree in Tourism and Humanities. 
Mr. Juan Alonso is the Vice President of Communications and Relations with Ibero-American 
Entities of EARTH. Via his own company, Koan Consulting, he initially promoted rural tourism and 
currently carries out international programs of cooperation for development based tourism. Juan 
Alonso works with the Spanish Agency for International Development and Cooperation (AECID), 
the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), the Centre for the Promotion of Imports from Developing Countries (CBI), the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and more. 
He is a Member of Madera Justa campaign, is a Co-founder of the Spanish Centre for Responsible 
Tourism (CETR) and is a Founding member of the Advisory Committee of Interpret Europe. 
 

Sabrina Luise Legacoop 

 

Sabrina Luise graduated in Political sciences with a thesis in International Law, from “La Sapienza” 
University in Rome, where she also gained a Master degree in International Humanitarian Law, 
sponsored by the UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees). As part of her training 
experiences, she attended a course of advanced training for graduates, obtaining the qualification 
of Tourism Marketing Expert. Sabrina Luise began her experience within the Cooperative 
movement around 20 years ago while she was completing her university studies. Before 
permanently joining Legacoop in 2001, she worked in a services cooperative where she was 
awarded the position as Vice President.   Sabrina Luise has earned several scholarships to work at 
the National headquarters of Legacoop and since 2008, has been working as the permanent 
Responsible of Legacoop Representation Office in Brussels.  
 

Barbara Tomasella                          Sustainable Tourism Ireland 
 

 

Barbara is a business & marketing consultant, specialised in sustainability and environmental 
education. She holds a Master in Responsible Tourism Management, from Leeds University in 
UK, as well as a Master in Economics and Statistics from the University of Udine, Italy. In 2005, 
she launched Sustainable Tourism Ireland and is currently the Managing Director of the 
organisation; initially launched as a network umbrella organisation for companies interested in 
promoting green tourism.  The company now offers green tours of Dublin and Ireland, as well 
as partnering for European projects in environmental education. 
 
 
 
 
 



Mauro Marrocu Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC) 

 

Mauro Marrocu is the CEO of the Global Sustainable Tourism Council which serves as an 
International body for the enrichment of knowledge within sustainable tourism practices. At the 
heart of this work is the Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria for Hotels, Tour Operators and 
Destinations, all of which are recognised and endorsed by the UNWTO and UNEP. 
Mauro has a diversified background as CEO, President and COO at various companies in the 
transportation and travel and tourism industries, has a vast international experience in the 
emerging countries  and in the European countries. His expertise spans from 
transportation/aviation (airlines) to air transport infrastructure (airports), and from travel & 
tourism tour production (tour operators) to travel & tourism distribution technology (Global 
Distribution Systems). In particular, among other senior executive positions, Mauro was General 
Manager of Alitalia Airlines for Southern Africa and South Brazil, Alitalia's Senior Vice President 
and Head of Hub at Rome Fiumicino Airport, and President and Chief Operating Officer of the 
Garda Airports (Verona and Brescia) in Italy. Mauro holds a Laurea (Doctor's degree) in Political 
Science, and has completed various postgraduate courses in Marketing and Finance and Control 
in Italy and Switzerland. 
 

Silvia Barbone Foundation for European Sustainable Tourism (FEST) 

 

Silvia Barbone is an international expert in sustainable tourism with an extensive knowledge of the 
European tourism industry, cultural and social policies, and the Lead Trainer at PM4SD®.   She is 
also the founder and Director of Jlag and FEST- Foundation for European Sustainable Tourism. Ms. 
Barbone has worked as a consultant and researcher in Europe, planning and managing tourism 
projects in partnership with Universities, enterprises, and public authorities. She is also an 
experienced trainer in Project Management, Sustainable Tourism, and European Policies and 
Fundings. Recently, Ms. Barbone developed the PM4SD® (Project Management for Sustainable 
Tourism) methodology and organised the “Leadership and Governance for Sustainable Tourism” 
summer school within the “Training for European Sustainable Tourism“ project. In 2011, she also 
launched the “Tourism Around Europe” blog and a quarterly newsletter for competitive tourism in 
Europe. 
 

Annagrazia Laura European Network For Accessible Tourism (ENAT) 

 

In 1993, she joined CO.IN. (Cooperative Integrate Onlus and then Consorzio Sociale COIN), an 
organisation involved in creating job opportunities for people with disabilities, through accessible 
tourism,  with the responsibility of developing the Tourism Department at a national and 
international level. She is presently responsible for International relations and European Projects 
and Represents CO.IN in several EU funded projects. 
Within the European Commission, from 2007 to 2009, Ms. Laura acted as an active member, 
analysing the issues related to disabilities with reference to the Ministry of Cultural Heritage.  From 
2009, she began her role for the promotion of accessible created by the Ministry of Tourism. From 
2010, she represents the Group in the Board of Directors of ENAT, in which she has been elected 
President in June 2013. 
 
 

Jean-Marc Mignon International Organisation of Social Tourism (ISTO) 

 

Jean-Marc Mignon has devoted his entire professional life to the areas of youth and social tourism. 
After indeed been responsible for programs and director of the Club des 4 vents, an association of 
international youth exchanges, from 1991 to 2010, he was the CEO of the National Union of 
Tourism Associations in France.  At the International level, he was President of the International 
Federation of Youth Travel Organizations from 1987 to 1997 and was vice president of BITS (future 
ISTO) from 2002 to 2010. He was elected president at the congress of Rimini, in autumn 2010. He 
was also behind the creation of the Association of Tourism Fair and Solidarity (ATES) in France in 
2006. He has been recently elected as a member at the World Committee on Tourism Ethics of the 
UNWTO. 



Françoise Guaspare NECSTouR Accessibility Task Force and Ile-de-France Region 

 

Françoise Guaspare-Gal holds a Master degree in Public Law and General Administration.  She has 
been acting as tourism and transport adviser at Île-de-France Region since May 1999. She 
developed full accessibility systems, for the public and transport accessibility in Île-de-France. She 
is based in Brussels since 2008. She is an expert of transport and tourism policies.  She is a member 
of the tourism working group of ERRIN and NECSTouR Network. She also works closely with the 
Paris Ile-de-France Regional Tourist Board, which liaises with visitors and stakeholders in the 
tourist industry to promote and develop the Paris Ile-de-France attractiveness. Active in 
accessibility since 2002, the Île-de-France Region co-lead together with the Veneto region the 
NECSTouR taskforce on the accessible tourism since 2012. She often organises European meetings 
to present Île-de-France positions and her objectives consists on the promotion of tourism projects 
from regions to the European Union with the view to bid to the calls for proposal and tender 
launched by the Commission. Due to her former position as member of the Vice president’s cabinet 
of a major regional authority and her knowledge in this field, Françoise participated in the expert 
group on Quality Label launched by DG Enterprise. Françoise has always been active in producing 
tourism policy positions on behalf of her region first and of the European regions. 
 

Anna Breda NECSTouR Accessibility Task Force and Veneto Region 
 

 

Anna Breda has been the Tourism policy advisor for the Veneto Region Office of Brussels, since 
September 2011. She is a member of the Accessible Tourism Committee and Coordinator of the 
accessible Communication and Technology working group, both within the Committee and the 
Italian Government (2012).  
In 2012 / 2013, she has been the Coordinator of the Accessible Tourism Task Force within 
NECSTouR Network together with Ile-De-France.   Anna Breda also cooperates with the European 
Network for Accessible Tourism (ENAT). 
She cooperates both with the European Parliament and the European Commission in the field of 
tourism for all.  She acts as the European Tourism Policy Advisor of the Regional Minister for 
Tourism of the Veneto -Marino Finozzi - and the Regional Commissioner for tourism - Mr. Paolo 
Rosso.  
She is Responsible for the organization of the International Meeting of Accessible Tourism (MITA) 
which takes place each year in Vicenza (nearby Venice) in the framework of the international Fair 
on Accessible Tourism GITANDO.ALL  
Anna holds a Master Degree in European Union and Institutions at Trieste University (Italy). 
 

Gkofas Leonidas 
Panagiotis 

European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 

 

Gkofas Panagiotis earned his B.Sc in Economics from Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and holds 
two Master’s degrees.  Gkofas has gained great expertise in the catering business, earning titles 
that include President of the Union of Restaurant & Food Businesses of Thessaloniki, member of 
the Economic Chamber of Greece, elected member and Board Advisor of the Professional Chamber 
of Thessaloniki, President of General Federation of Greece of food producers.  He has been an 
Elected member / Advisor of European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) in 2006.  He has 
also had much success as a rapporteur for the opinion of the EESC on the 
Communication from the Commission in 2010 “New Political Framework for Tourism in Europe”. 
In 2013, he has been elected President of Small and Medium Enterprises at the EESC. 

 


