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EARTH Memorandum 2013 

 EARTH AISBL appreciates the support given by the European Commission, in favour of sustainable 

tourism.  The result of this has led to the recent launch of the European Tourism Indicators System, 

as well as the elaboration of the European Charter for Sustainable and Responsible Tourism.  The 

last version of the Charter has still to be approved. 

 The last version of the European Charter outlines a framework of the European policies applicable 

in all Member States, regions and entities; and within the tourism industry. 

 EARTH AISBL affirms that this framework needs to be recognised by and enforced at all levels.  Only 

in this way can there be an effective contribution towards the development of a socially 

cooperative and environmentally friendly industry, respectful of the local cultures and customs. 

 Above all, the financial policies supporting regional, local and private companies have to comply 

with specific commitments related to sustainability.  This should include penalties following non-

compliance, with the possibility of fund withdrawals. 

 Territorial administrative authorities and organisations need to become gradually more aware of 

the fact that the development of sustainable tourism does not only come from the assessment of 

social, environmental and ethical aspects.  Instead, the assessments are based on the existence of 

opportunity, economic viability and the increase in competition, based on an intermediate and 

long term interval. 

 EARTH AISBL also emphasises the need to involve local communities through a participatory 

democracy.  This includes not only the local authorities but also civil societies, NGOs, associations, 

academia, etc. United, the decisions regarding tourism policy can be made. The role of institutional 

authorities is not enough though. Given the accessibility of communication tools, the opinions and 

expectations of local communities in regards to the development of tourism in their territory can 

become easily and quickly known. 

 Measures taken to improve the touristic offer and to enhance the local identity, history, culture, 

traditions and lifestyles are awarded, supported and promoted in all the territories. These actions 

would encourage the emergence of the authenticity of these territories and the local population. 

Diversity often offers wealth and the capability to increase the attractiveness and uniqueness of 

destinations.   

 The tourism development, and touristic offer in particular, must be entrusted as much as possible 

to the local youth and female entrepreneurship through the launch of receptive small businesses 

and services dedicated to tourism. It could represent an element of entertainment and innovation 

in the territory, if it is properly promoted and sustained. 

 EARTH AISBL is also proposing the launch of educational campaigns concerning travel, inspired by 

the principles of sustainability, responsibility, accessibility, ethics and solidarity. These campaigns 

should primarily be directed to tour operators and students, but should be extended to all travelers 

and European citizens through new forms of governance and participation. 
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