Sustainability &
social policies

Naturefriends International

Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Europe

Communication &
Public Relations

Sustainable
Tourism

Regional
Development

Secretariat

Climate, Energy &
Mobility

Annual Report 2012
Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Europe

Communication &
Public Relations

Sustainable
Tourism

Regional
Development

Secretariat

Climate, Energy &
Mobility

Sustainability &
social policies

Europe

Communication &
Public Relations

Sustainable
Tourism

Regional
Development

Secretariat

Climate, Energy &
Mobility

Sustainability &
social policies

Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Communication &
Public Relations

Sustainable
Tourism

Regional
Development

Secretariat

Climate, Energy &
Mobility

Sustainability &
social policies

Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Europe

Sustainable
Tourism

Regional
Development

Secretariat

Climate, Energy &
Mobility

Sustainability &
social policies

Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Europe

Communication &
Public Relations

Regional
Development

Secretariat

Climate, Energy &
Mobility

Sustainability &
social policies

Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Europe

Communication &
Public Relations

Sustainable
Tourism

Climate, Energy &
Mobility

Sustainability &
social policies

Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Europe

Communication &
Public Relations

Sustainable
Tourism

Regional
Development

Secretariat

Content

Preface | Organigram & Team | Secretariat | Communication & Public Relations | Europe | Biodiversity & Environmental Education | Sustainable Tourism | Regional Development | Sustainability & Social Policies | Climate,
Energy & Mobility | Decision-making & Representative Bodies

Climate, Energy &
Mobility

Sustainability &
social policies

Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Europe

Communication &
Public Relations

Sustainable
Tourism

Regional
Development

Secretariat

Preface
Up to 2012, Europe and the entire world went
through hard times – which are probably far from
over. The effects on Naturefriends activities have
been manifold. On the one hand, there are economic imponderables: subsidies may or may not
be granted, some members are no longer sure
whether they can afford the membership fee. On
the other hand, these times have also brought
about a marked re-politicisation of Naturefriends
activities. That German Naturefriends have positioned themselves at the centre of the movement
for an energy-turnaround and against nuclear
power, and that the Greek association has taken a
firm stand on matters of social cohesion – can be
cited as cases in point.

The future of Naturefriends will, among others,
depend on whether we succeed in credibly communicating to people that we stand for worldwide
sustainable development, to which there is no alternative, that solidarity and environment protection are values brought to life in our activities, and
that our work is both politically and service-oriented and that we do employ advanced technologies
in its performance. Wherever possible, NFI supports its member organisations in achieving these
objectives.
On behalf of the Management Committee,
Manfred Pils		
President		

www.nf-int.org/board

Christian Baumgartner
Secretary general

Organigram & Team
NFI Team

Scope of duties
General
Secretariat
Bodies, MOs,
NF-Houses

Communication
and Public
Relation

Biodiversity
and
Environmental
Education

Seda
Orhan Defranceschi

Sustainable
Tourism

Service
points

Europe

Regional
Development

Sustainability
and Social
Policy

Climate,
Energy,
Mobility

Christian Baumgartner

Areas of
competence

Tamara Frank
Karin Chladek

Andrea Lichtenecker
Anita Pinter

Judith
Michaeler-Teixeira
Sarah Maier
Martha Tanzberger

Cathrine Schwenoha

Christian Wagner

Florian Rosenberg

Philipp Maier
Andreas Zotz

Maria Katelieva

Alexandra Wischall

Elena Teutsch

www.nf-int.org/team

Secretariat

Secretariat
In a time marked by diversified funding and by
multiple projects being run together with the member organisations, the Secretariat has to shoulder
more responsibilities when it comes to strategic
management and operative professionalism. This
goes hand in hand with upgrading the finance and
accounting management, the personnel administration and the multi-project management.
In the course of 2012, the Management Committee
gathered for several meetings and the first Annual
Conference, convened in compliance with the new
Statutes adopted in 2011, was held in Rotterdam.
Members welcomed the idea of linking the Statutory Annual Conference with a one-day workshop on
upcoming issues of concern to the Naturefriends
movement.
In 2012, the circle of NFI members was expanded
to include four C-Members. The Annual Conference
admitted Association Bayribala (Burkina Faso),
Association Jeunesse-Éducation-Développement
(JEDEVE, Niger), Wild Planet Eco Project (WPE,
Cameroon) and Esperanta Naturamikaro (Spain)
as C-Members.

the Ucka Nature Park were registered as Naturefriends Houses.
The Naturefriends Africa Network and the projects of the African organisations will be supported
both via the Solidarity Fund and via a separately set up donations pot. The fact that Mamadou
Mbodji is both the Chairman of the Africa Network
and a member of the NFI Management Committee facilitates additional synergies and an intense
exchange.
Workflow at the Secretariat has been inevitably affected by the just ended, on-going and impending
maternity leaves of several staff members. The NFI
team is engaged in a strategy development process which involves an opinion exchange with the
President and the Members of the Management
Committee, and which will be concluded by the
end of 2013.

In Croatia seven stone cottages on the periphery of

For an overview of all NFI members see www.nf-int.org/members

Communication &
Public Relations

Communication & Public Relations
The purpose of NFI’s communication and public
relations activities is to raise awareness of the work
performed and of the core themes of the Naturefriends movement, derived from project targets
and proposals, NFI decisions and positions as well
as from current information supplied by competence teams and service units. A wide range of
digital and print media are employed in addressing
and informing Naturefriends (members, member
organisations and decision-making bodies) and
various stakeholders (EU, donors, cooperation
partners, sponsors), media representatives and
the interested public (professionals, networks,
NGOs). NFI media essentially serve two purposes:
The generic media, such as the website www.nfint.org and the monthly Newsletter, spread a crosssection of the available information among a broad
public. The media employed in individual areas of
competence provide detailed information to select
target groups; cases in point are the BiodiversityInfo, the Info-Letter from Brussels or the Info-Mails
on development, environment and social affairs
within the context of integrative tourism. All this is
complemented by project- and occasion-related
publications and press activities.
In 2012, NFI issued the following periodicals: Biodiversity-Info (two issues), Info-Letter from Brussels
(two issues), Water:Ways Newsletter (two issues),
NFI Newsletter (12 issues) and the Info-Mail (five
issues). In addition, two specialised series were issued for national Naturefriends magazines (Letters
from Brussels and President’s Comments) as well
as two position papers, two dossiers and three

nf-int.org: 2.000 - 3.500 Visits/Day | naturfreundehaeuser.net: 800 - 1.000 Visits/Day

NFI-Newsletter: approx. 1.700 direct receivers
Info-Letter: 1,500 direct receivers

Project-Infosheets. NFI’s social media channels
are the tourismlog.wordpress.com, a Facebook
(facebook.com/nfint.org) and a Twitter account
(twitter.com/NFI_Brussels) as well as a YouTube
Channel (youtube.com/nfi1895). Apart from the
two main websites www.nf-int.org and www.naturfreunde-haeuser.net NFI also operates the wasserwege.net campaign website.
The launch of nf-photos.org, the Naturefriends
photo database, was definitely one of the 2012
milestones. Its current stock of over 800 pictures
is being constantly expanded. In the years to come,
a comprehensive collection of photographic material is to be put in place, which will be available free
of charge to all Naturefriends media.
All this may sound highly technical and is , no
doubt, part of our working reality – but what has
been and will be at the top of our communication
agenda are the values and ideals of the Naturefriends movement. And since values such as solidarity, internationality and respect for people and
the environment are the same in all projects, countries or continents, promoting an exchange among
our members is an essential part of the work we
do. As a case in point we can cite another information and networking seminar mounted in Vienna,
in 2012, and very successfully run together with
the editors of national Naturefriends media.

Europe

Europe
For more than a hundred years, our Naturefriends
movement has championed ecological and sociopolitical causes ranging from nature protection,
anti-nuclear movement to social justice and solidarity. Meanwhile many of these matters and particularly the environmental issues have moved up
to the top EU policy agenda.
REPRESENTING - As an interface between EU policy makers in Brussels and Naturefriends all over
Europe, this office enables us to convey our core
interests and values to decision makers in the heart
of Europe, to influence and inspire by example the
processes and to contribute shaping EU policies.
Moreover, we can more effectively put our expert
knowledge in topics such as sustainable development, sustainable tourism and sustainable regional
development into strategic processes. Political and
legislative developments at EU level have impact on
Naturefriends all over Europe and beyond, directly
and indirectly. It is therefore of crucial importance
that our common causes find resonance at the European level, and our common voice is thus heard
at the right place at the right time.
CAMPAIGNING - The Naturefriends’ EURATOM
campaign has been an excellent example for such
resonance. With this campaign our demands for
the fastest possible exit from EURATOM Treaty as
well as for a large-scale promotion of sustainable
energy generation have successfully reached a high
number of various stakeholders. Our position paper has been circulated among NGOs, think-tanks,
research institutes, member state representations
as well as key policy makers at the EU Institutions.
We have been able to collect many support and
achieved a high visibility for our anti-nuclear cause.

•
•
•
•
•

INFORMING - Our office in Brussels also serves to
connect Naturefriends to current EU policy developments and to inform about EU funding opportunities through regular publications such as the
“Letter from Brussels” and “Infoletter Brussels”.
LOBBYING & NETWORKING - It is widely known
that Brussels is home to a vast number of lobbyists and interest groups intenting on upholding their
interests. In order to make Naturefriends’s voice
stronger we put our stakes on cooperation and networking: NFI is a member of Green10, a group of
the ten largest environmental citizens’ organisations
active at EU level. Green10 works to ensure that the
protection of nature is placed at the heart of European Union policymaking. Once a month we gather
to develop joint responses and recommendations to
EU decision-makers. In its capacity as a member of
Green 10 Naturefriends International meets regularly high level officials from the EU Institutions and
acts as a voice and ear of the Naturefriends Member
Organisations (e.g. in 2012 President of EU Council, Herman Van Rompuy). One of the concrete results of the joint Green10 endeavour in 2012 was
the publication of a sensational “Mid-term review of
the EU Commission”. In this publication, Green10
presented a critical assessment of the EU Commission’s activities relating to environmental matters
halfway through its term of office.
Our progress at EU level and the positive feedback
on our work by Naturefriends Member Organisations give us the motivation to upscale our common efforts.
Let us continue
to walk the talk.

Information on topics at EU level through Info-letter Brussels ( 2x) and Letter from Brussels (6x)
Campaigning for Anti-Euratom in Brussels, presenting Naturefriends Euratom position paper within
NFI’s European NGO networks and lobbying activities towards various stakeholders and EU decision
makers.
Joint Green10 Publication “Mid-term review of the EU Commission” and a joint Press Conference in
Brussels, July 2012
Communicating Naturefriends’ positions to Brussels stakeholders, MEPs and relevant policy makers
at EU Institutions
Contribution to EU-policy making through participation in European Commission’s public consultations: “Challenges and Opportunities for Maritime and Coastal Tourism in the EU”, June 2012; “Resource Efficiency Indicators”, October 2012; “Lightning the Future”, February 2012

Biodiversity &
Environmental Education

Biodiversity & Environmental
Education
Our activities in the fields of biodiversity and environmental education mainly revolved around two
topics: Just as in the previous year, it was, on the
one hand, the European Natura 2000 network
of protected areas which featured prominently
among the activities of numerous local groups
that were busy laying out their Natura Trails or
organising activities along already existing ones.
Meanwhile the count of Natura Trails has risen to
as many as 120, all of which pave the way for a
conscious experience of Natura 2000 sites and
contribute in a major way to nature protection in
Europe. The extension of the list of quality criteria
for Natura Trails effected by the NFI Biodiversity
Expert Group has permitted the expansion of the
Natura Trail network to nature conservation areas
in non-EU-countries. Hence, there is nothing left to
prevent the laying out of a trans-boundary Natura
Trail on the Upper Rhine that will also lead through
Swiss nature reserves, which is one of the projects
to be realised within the context of the “Landscape
of the Year 2013/2014”.

In 2012, just as in the previous year, a Habitat Brochure
was compiled, which informs
about the typical habitats and
species encountered along
brooks, rivers and in floodplain forests and which contains hints and good-practice examples designed to guide readers to a responsible
and sustainable approach to nature.

With a view to promoting the sustainable recreational use of aquatic habitats, a whole series of
activities were organised within the context of the
Water:Ways Campaign. The Austrian pilot project,
whose 2012 focus was on brooks, rivers and floodplain forests and which, from the kick-off event
in the Danube Floodplains National Park, was
designed to sharpen the senses of children and
grown-ups for our flowing waters and floodplain
forests, was followed up in October 2012 with a
multiplier seminar, where the ground
was broken for the internationalisation of the campaign.

Together with the nature and landscape guides of
Naturefriends Vienna an environmental education
outfit – the Water: Backpack – was put together
for local groups wishing to organise water-related
activities. In addition to a number of tools and instruments, such as scoop nets and bug eye viewers, it contains a hefty information folder with basic
information on water ecology and practical hints
for experiential education activities with children
and families. The Water:Backpack was first tested
during the multiplier seminar; there are plans to
offer individual training sessions to interested local
groups, starting in the spring of 2013.

Kids for Nature – In the riparian forest at the mouth of Bregenzerach
Where the Bregenzerach flows into Lake Constance one finds an exceptional riparian landscape with an
impressive diversity of habitats, animal and plant species. This is one of the wetlands at lake Constance
that has been least exposed to human interference and enjoys special protection as a Natura 2000 site.
To us humans it extends an invitation to become immersed in an exciting world full of surprises and to get
a sense of and to discover nature: animal sounds, the scents of forest and earth, hidden pools and oxbow lakes, a highly
varied universe of plants and animals. The objective of this pilot project – which was mounted within the framework of the
Water:Ways Campaign – is to communicate all this to the children living in the environs: During a two-day workshop, 18
children explored the riparian forest together with a nature educator and recorded their impressions in drawings, poems
and stories. These were included in a “Brochure by Children for Children”, which whets the appetite for an excursion to the
riparian forest to get a taste of its uniqueness and a sense of the dangers it is exposed to. Such projects are designed to
bring home the importance of protecting nature – not merely far away rain forests, but especially the frequently forgotten
nature right in front of our doorstep.
www.wasser-wege.at/fließgewässer-auen/kids-for-nature

Sustainable
Tourism

Sustainable Tourism
2012 saw a great variety of NFI activities in the
field of tourism. The range extended from information and education, via the development of tourism products and tourism regions to the provision
of policy advice and management consultancy as
well as support to tourism enterprises wishing to
introduce sustainability-certification systems.

This showcase project in support of implementing
the EU Strategy for the Danube Region encourages the development of cross-border offers in ten
countries along the Danube. Highlights of the project were an International Hiking Conference and a
brochure with guidelines for the successful implementation of hiking offers.

In the area of information and education NFI
came up with a number of contributions published
in a variety of media (print, web, radio and TV),
which took critical stock of current questions of
sustainability in the tourism sector. The brochure
“Sustainability in Tourism – A Guide Through the
Label Jungle” attracted considerable attention
from NF members and international media. Event
highlights were the “CSR Days”, organised for the
second time within the framework of the Vienna
International Fair for Holidays, as well as the highprofile panel on “20 Years after Rio – has tourism
become more sustainable”?

In its capacity of co-partner of the TourCert CSR
Quality Label, NFI has, since 2009, consistently worked towards spreading this system among
tour operators and making it known to consumers. Under the new “Train to change” programme,
the system has, since the autumn of 2012, also
been employed in introducing CSR measures at
Naturefriends Houses. Under a “train-the-trainer”
programme, two people have acquired CSR skills
and are now acting as coaches at Naturefriends
Houses. The idea is to draw attention to CSR
measures that have already been implemented
and to internationalise CSR measures within the
Naturefriends movement.

The international NFI Foto Championship in 2012
was another event mounted in the sign of sustainable tourism. On more than 800 entries to the four
contest categories, Naturefriends and interested
persons from all parts of the globe had photographically captured their observations of showpiece examples as well as of undesirable developments in
tourism. The prizes for the winning photos were
awarded in November 2012, and the pictures were
publicly presented at the foto exhibition “Fair Travelling in the Picture”.

Since October 2012, NFI has moreover been
closely involved in the activities of the “Roundtable
on Tourism & Human Rights” – a multi-stakeholder initiative of NGOs, human rights institutes and
committed tour operators. The Roundtable has set
its sights on developing a human-rights-oriented
management and training system for tour operators by the end of 2013, and to establish the system as a performance standard in the European
tourism and travel sector.

In the context of EU-wide, macro-regional strategies NFI was a major player in the roles of initiator and co-ordination centre for DanubeHIKE.

•
•
•
•
•

Events: CSR Days, Panel Discussion on the occasion of Rio+20, International Hiking Conference, prize awarding ceremony and foto exhibition “Fair Travelling in the Picture”.
Publications: “A Guide Through the Label Jungle” (EN+DE, electronic and in print), “Hiking
along the Danube” (EN, electronic and in print), various online dossiers
Educational activities: Two skilled trainers qualified to coach CSR managers at Naturefriends Houses, several sustainable tourism e-learning modules
Draft management guideline “Tourism & Human Rights”
Regular generation of articles and comments for diverse media formats (online, print, radio & TV) on aspects of
sustainability in tourism

Regional
Development

Regional Development
In mid-November, Naturefriends International received the Ulysses Award of the World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) for Excellence and Innovation
in Tourism for “Landscape of the Year” – the regional
development initiative of Naturefriends. This prestigious prize was awarded for the role the Landscapeof-the-Year project has played ever since 1989 in
promoting the cross-border regional and sustainable development of tourism. The rationale cited by
the jury was that “this initiative has grown to become
an important incentive for regions across Europe to
protect their landscapes and biodiversity by means
of sustainable projects”.
So far, 13 Landscapes of the Year (LoY) have been
designated, with 13 countries and approximately
5‘000 volunteers involved in the organisation of
more than 200 events and activities. The “LoY 1990
– Lake Neusiedel” (AT/HU), for example, was instrumental in setting up the cross-border Neusiedler
See – Seewinkel National Park; the “LoY 1993/94 –
The Oder Delta” (DE/PL) was instrumental in setting
up the Oder Delta Foundation; and during the “LoY
2007-2009 – the Danube Delta” (RO/UA) training
courses were run for ecoguides and for the commercial use of reed in the region.
NFI has received this signal credit thanks to the
long-standing, personal commitment and active involvement of project partners, experts, staff members and volunteers and of Naturefriends working
in a voluntary capacity. Special thanks are due to
those who have played leading roles in designing
and inspiring the LoY project since 1989: Herbert
Brückner, Honorary President of NFI; Frieder Stede,
former Secretary General, †; Manfred Pils, former

•
•
•
•
•

Secretary General and current
President of NFI; Ingeborg Pint,
long-standing coordinator and interpreter.
From 1989, when the first Landscape-of-the-Year
project was launched at Lake Constance, to this
day, the project has undergone consistent development. Outcomes, challenges and opportunities of
past years were evaluated in a multi-stage process
in 2012, the first non-LoY year. The Naturefriends
‘on the ground’ primarily benefited from the Landscape-of-the-Year projects in terms of cross-border
relations and contacts. For the region in question,
the LoY was regarded as a success, if it responded to
a prevailing need. Also in future, this Naturefriends
initiative will be border-crossing, though organised
on a somewhat smaller scale and with a bridge year
for preparation between individual Landscapes of
the Year.
In 2012, intensive preparations were under way
for the new Landscape of the Year 2013/14 – the
Upper-Rhine Valley. Naturefriends from Germany,
France and Switzerland wish to join forces in pointing out the special features of this many-faceted
region and to boost cross-border dialogue. In the
coming two years, the focus of a whole range of activities will be on sustainable tourism along the River
Rhine, with special emphasis on sensitising people
who seek recreation.

Final report on the Landscape of the Year 2010/11 Aggtelek Karst – Slovak Karst (EN)
Evaluation of the Landscape-of-the-Year project by way of a multi-stage survey
Presentation of the evaluation results and workshop within the framework of the Annual
Meeting
Press Conference – Landscape of the Year 2013/14 (Strasbourg |26 August)
Presentation of the Ulysses Awards (Istanbul |15 November)
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Kurs II in Deutschland und Österreich

Die Anmeldephase für die Kurse I, II und III beginnt am 1. Mai
und endet am 1. Juli 2012.
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Two self-contained courses – 10 online e-learning modules, 2 in-house units,
Webinars, etc.
www.climate-justice.eu
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Climate, Energy & Mobility
In accordance with a resolution adopted at the
2011Congress, NFI started, in 2012, to coordinate
the EURATOM-related activities of its member organisations. In addition a dossier on European
nuclear policy was drawn up, which has meanwhile been signed by numerous European NGOs.
A photo campaign on Facebook was launched as
a media contribution and in support of numerous
pertinent Internet activities of Naturefriends Germany.
NFI also issued a position paper on shale gas and
oil shale.
For several years now, NFI has provided guidance to klima:aktiv mobil – an advice and support
campaign of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management targeted at tourism, leisure and youth
activities. Tourism destinations, enterprises and
event managers are given advice on how to motivate guests to forgo emissions-intensive forms of
travel. The Ministry provides funding for specific
projects.

itio n Pap er
Nat ure frie nds Pos
Naturefriends argue
oil shale extraction

•
•
•
•

European Nuclear-Policy Dossier
Position Paper on EURATOM
Position Paper Shale Gas and Oil
25’000 t of CO2-emissions saved

the case for a ban on

shale gas and
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Decision-making & Representative Bodies
Members of the NFI Team and of its Management Committee are represented on numerous decision-making bodies:
Delegationes and Representations
• Working Group on Rivers, DG Environment
• Tourism Sustainability Group, DG Enterprise
• Steering Committee European Tourism Forum
• Steering Group Tourism & Culture der EUSDR (Europäische Donauraumstrategie)
• PAN Park Verifier
• European Environmental and Sustainability Advisory Councils – EEAC
• Working Group Tourism EEB (European Environmental Bureau)
• Working Group Ecolabel EEB (European Environmental Bureau)
• Leader+ Advisory Board Austria
• Ecotrans – Network of Tourism Experts
• Advisory Board Sustainable Tourism/MA Degree Course FH Eberswalde
• Presidium of the Austrian umbrella organisation of environmental NGOs
• Board of CIPRA Austria (Int. Commission for the Protection of the Alps)
• Futouris Academic Advisory Council (Foundation for Sustainable Tourism)
NfI is member of
• Green 10 – platform of the ten largest/biggest environmental organisations
• CSCG – Civil Society Contact Group
• European Environmental Bureau – EEB
• Ecotrans – Experts in Sustainable Tourism
• Ecological Tourism in Europe – Ö.T.E
• TEN – Third World Tourism European Network
• EARTH Network – European Alliance for Responsible Tourism and Hospitality
• ÖGAF – Österreichische Gesellschaft für angewandte Tourismusforschung (Austrian Society for Applied Tourism
Research)
• ICPDR – International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River (observer)
• DCC – Danube Competence Center
• Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention (observer)
• United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (observer)
• Klimaallianz Österreich (Austrian Climate Alliance)

IMPRINT
Naturefriends International (NFI) | Diefenbachgasse 36 | 1150 Vienna
office@nf-int.org | www.nf-int.org
Photos: ANP; ATLED (Naturefriends Algeria); Chladek, K.; NFI; Rossi, I.
Graphic design: Rosenberg, F.; Wagner, C.
March 2013
Find this publication and many more online in our
digital library: www.nf-int.org/biblio

Sponsored with
EU funds.

